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SCULPTURE INSTALLATION COMMISSIONED BY THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM 
OF ART IN CONJUNCTION WITH WORLD AIDS DAY, DECEMBER 1 

The Cleveland Museum of Art has commissioned Cleveland artist Martha Posner to create a special 
installation in the Garden Court, in recognition of World AIDS Day, December 1. Ms. Posner was 
one of ten artists commissioned to create sculpture installations in the Museum gardens for the 
Museum’s 75th anniversary community celebration this past June. Her Prayer Gate Structure, a 
circular “roofless room” 18 feet in diameter and 10 feet tall constructed from branches and twigs 
and nestled in a grove of trees, was a highlight of the celebration. Visitors could enter the structure 
and attach handwritten notes, prayers, wishes, and other tokens of goodwill to the walls of the 
prayer ^ate; by the end of the anniversary weekend, the entire circle was covered with thousands of 
personal and public messages. 

The prayer Plate reflects diverse traditions — in Haiti, iron gates are garlanded with symbols 
of deities and covered with offerings from devotees; Native Americans “charge” a thought into col- 
orful tobacco-filled fabrics called prayer ties which they hang in special places; Jews from all over the 
world come to Jerusalem to stuff handwritten messages and prayers into cracks of the Western Wall; 
and Japanese girls transfer their wishes to yellow ribbons and tie them to trees in the star ceremony. 

Ms. Posner has been commissioned by the Museum to create prayer gate va. the 

Garden Court. Beginning Thanksgiving weekend, visitors will be encouraged to help construct the 
prayer gate and to contribute written thoughts and wishes; the prayer gate will remain in the Gar- 
den Court through the first week of December, and should again prove to be a moving experience 
for many people. Because of the gravity of the AIDS crisis, this prayer gate 'mW depart in some ways 
from the original circular installation, through its irregular, more angular shape, and through the 
materials of its construction — bent and broken sticks, tangled vines, and thorny twigs lashed 
roughly together with rope and fishing line. These symbolic reminders of suifering are intended to 
give special strength to the messages of hope visitors contribute to this prayer gate. 
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